
or over 20 years a group of green shirt 
wearing teens and adults have been spotted at 

community events in Kincardine and area, 
often in close proximity to a robot capable of 

amazing things. These are members of the Kinetic 
Knights, the First Robotics Canada Team 781 that 
was started back in 2001, and after some pandemic 
related hiccups, are once again providing the youth 
of Kincardine and area a chance to put their potential 
in motion.

The team consists of youth from grades 9 through 
12, along with their adult mentors, who have an 
interest in Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (S.T.E.M.). Back in 1989 a man named Dean 
Kamen started a program called For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology (F.I.R.S.T.). 
The goal of the program was to build interest and 
excitement in youth to seek careers related to these 
sciences through games where the application of 
science and technology provide the keys to victory. 
Today over 3000 teams worldwide learn the game 
each January, then have six weeks to build a competition robot, 
and participate in events that lead to the crowning of a World 
Champion at the end of April.

This year, Team 781 qualified for the Provincial Championships 
in Hamilton in April. 80 teams participated, and Team 781 placed 
10th in their division. They captained an alliance of three teams in 
the finals, losing out to the eventual Champions, but brought home 
an engineering inspiration award. Competitions have the 
atmosphere of a major sporting event, including celebrity 
announcers and rivalries among teams, with one significant 
difference. Teams cheer for their own robot, but also will assist 
other teams as needed—with parts, tools, advice and even repairs 
for a rival. This attribute is known as Gracious Professionalism 
and/or Co-opertition, and is a core value of FIRST recognized with 
an award at each event.

The Kinetic Knights are a community-based team, and in fact 
operate as a charity responsible for their own fundraising year to 
year. In the past the team drew over 70 members, but when the 
pandemic shut everything down for two years, the team dropped 
in number, and lost the chance for senior members to mentor in 
rookies. When competitions resumed, the team had dropped to a 
mere eight students, but that number tripled to 24 for the 2023 
season.

Brady Sirois, a grade 9 student who joined the team, has had a 
fun year.

“I joined because I was interested in learning about coding, but 
then going to the competitions was amazing. It was neat to see 
how other teams came at the game.”

Carter Frook, a senior member of the team, has been involved 
with F.I.R.S.T. programs since elementary. Now in his fourth year 
on Team 781, he is a leader with team administration, responsible 
for creating and presenting reports and business plans, as well as 
presenting how the team brings the principles of F.I.R.S.T. to our 
community as part of the FIRST IMPACT Award team submission 
at competitions.

“People think you need to be a tech person to be a part of the 

team, but that is wrong. Team 781 is about learning. Graphic 
design, animators, accounting, there are just so many different 
interests that are not related to the robot that are part of the team.  
At competitions I answer questions, confer with teams about what 
they do in their community, and make presentations before judges 
that we create as a team.”

New team member, Aniella Peterson, explains what sparked her 
interest.

“Well, I am competitive by nature, and friends were talking 
about Team 781. I was curious and came out to a meeting and 
decided to join. We have amazing team spirit, and competitions 
are great, but it is more than that. I got to learn how to use tools, 
helped build, and even presented at competitions. It was fun to 
pursue those interests with the team.”

Sisters Gabrielle and Isabella Geberdt echoed Aniella’s position. 
Gabrielle explains.

“I wanted to learn about robots, and trained on the mill and 
lathe, but it is more the experience of being on the team. I enjoy 
being with people that are excited to share my interest in science, 
technology, engineering and math.”

That excitement is what helped convince Isabella to join as 
well.

“Gabby’s enthusiasm for the team convinced me to join. I enjoy 
the team work, and then learning more about F.I.R.S.T. and what 
it stands for, and all the teams interacting at competitions is 
something else. There are just so many ways to contribute. The 
whole team is welcoming which is great, and we all want to see 
the team grow.”

The Knights also share a common goal—ensuring that Team 
781 continues to grow and be strong for the future, as Carter 
explains.

“When I started this was all new, but I have learned so much. It 
is important that we pass along what we learn to others so we can 
all add to the legacy of Team 781.”

For more information on Team 781, FIRST, or how to become 
a supporter of the Kinetic Knights be sure to check their website 
at www.kineticknights.org
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Members and Mentors of FRC Team 781 The Kinetic Knights are shown 
accepting their Engineering Inspiration Award at the recent FIRST Ontario 
Provincial Championships held in Hamilton. Photo courtesy Kinetic Knights.


